Directions for Using Writing Genre Rubrics

· Present students with a copy of the rubric you will use to assess their writing when you begin direct instruction.  The rubric provides clear expectations, eliminates confusion, and encourages mastery of the specific type of writing.  Students can use the rubric throughout the unit of instruction as a tool for self-evaluation and peer-evaluation, as well.

· Each rubric consists of task features to be assessed, criteria for each feature, and point values for each set of criteria.

· When assessing, read the writing sample and circle one criteria box for each feature on the rubric that best matches the student writing.  

            Example:  After reading the friendly letter writing, select the 1,2,3, or 

                            4 points box based on the criteria in each feature of the rubric.
Scoring Options for Using the Writing Rubrics
Option 1:  Diagnostic Scoring

· Read the writing sample and circle one criteria box for each feature on the rubric that best matches the student sample.

· Use the information from the rubric during conferencing with students and parents.

· Assign no holistic score or grade

    Option 2:  Holistic Scoring (1,2,3, or 4)

· Total the number of points received for all features on the rubric.
· Divide the total number of points received by the number of features on the rubric.

· Round the quotient to the nearest whole number to get the holistic score.

· If two or more people will be scoring the paper, find the holistic score for each reader and then average the readers’ scores.  Round to the nearest whole number if necessary.

Example:  Friendly Letter Scoring- Student receives 3 points for “Content”, 4 points for “Format”, 3 points for “Vocabulary/Voice”, and 4 points for “Conventions”  (3+4+3+4= 14 total points)

   Option 3:  Letter Grade or Average Percentage

· Total the number of points received for all features on the rubric.

Example of Friendly Letter scoring:  Student receives 3 points for “Content”, 4 points for “Format”, 3 points for “Vocabulary/Voice”, and 4 points for “Conventions” (3+4+3+4=14 total points)
· Divide the total number of points received by the number of features on the rubric.

Example of Friendly Letter scoring:  14 points in all divided by 4 rubric features equals 3.5 points

· Use the table below to locate the point value, then assign the letter grade or average percentage in the same row.

Example of Friendly Letter scoring:  A 3.5 point value equals an “A” letter grade or a “93%” numerical grade.
	  Score Points
	   Letter Grades
	  Average Percent

	       4.0
	           A+
	          100

	    3.7-3.9
	           A
	            97

	    3.5-3.6
	           A-
	            93

	    3.3-3.4
	           B+
	            92

	    3.0-3.2
	           B
	            89

	    2.8-2.9
	           B-
	            85

	    2.6-2.7
	           C+
	            84

	    2.3-2.5
	           C
	            81

	    2.0-2.2
	           C-
	            77

	    1.9-.9
	           D
	            76 


Adapted from Watauga County Schools, 2005
