Catawba County Schools Writing Plan

K-12
Introduction and Rationale

The Catawba County Schools Writing Plan is designed to build strong writing skills for effective personal, academic, and work-related communication.
This plan emphasizes:
· Developing writing as an integral part of the communications skills that include reading. speaking, listening, and viewing
· Writing for authentic purposes

· Honing research skills and academic writing
· Maintaining individual writing portfolios to document student growth as a writer

Each grade level will emphasize specific composition products directly aligned to the goals and objectives in the NC Standard Course of Study.  Students will write in a variety of modes in classes across the curriculum.
This plan provides a structure that builds writing skills in a sequential manner from kindergarten through twelfth grade.  The writing plan varies in format in order to meet the developmental and instructional needs of students from the elementary grades through high school.  
Grammar instruction will occur within the context of students’ writing and reading, as advocated by the International Reading Association and the National Council of Teachers of English in their joint publication, Standards for the English Language Arts.  Standard # 6 states that “By closely observing students’ writing processes and carefully reading their work, teachers can see which aspects of language structure are giving students trouble and help them learn these concepts through direct instruction and practice.”  
 

All components of this writing plan are aligned with recommendations of the National Council of Teachers of English, which state that “. . . we can teach students to write more effectively by encouraging them to make full use of the many activities that comprise the act of writing, not by focusing only on the final written product and its strengths and weaknesses.”  Additionally, writing instruction should be centered on “the students’ own work.”  Students should work collaboratively with their classmates to improve their writing, and should receive “frequent, prompt, individualized attention from the teacher.” 
 

Guidelines for instruction are congruent with the “Six Features of Effective Instruction” cited by the National Research Center on English Learning & Achievement.  The findings of this five-year study include the following:  “1-Students learn skills and knowledge in multiple lesson types; 2-Teachers integrate test preparation into instruction; 3-Teachers make connections across instruction, curriculum, and life; 4-Students learn strategies for doing the work; 5-Students are expected to be generative thinkers; and 6-Classrooms foster cognitive collaboration.” 


K-5 Writing Products

	Kindergarten
	First Grade
	Second
	Third
	Fourth
	Fifth

	Name

Alphabet

Journals

Labeling

Poems

Cloze Sentences


	Personal/

Imaginative Narratives

Journal entries

Informational Paragraph

Friendly Letters

Poems

Cloze Sentences


	Personal/

Imaginative Narratives

Journal Entries

Short Report

Friendly Letters

Poems

Directions

Instructions

Learning Logs

Diary Entries


	Personal/

Imaginative Narratives

Journal Entries

Short Report

Friendly Letters

Poems

Directions

Instructions

Learning Logs

Diary Entries

Notes 

Autobiography
	Personal/

Imaginative Narratives

Journal Entries

Research Reports

Business Letters:

Letters of request

Letters of complaint

Letters to the editor

Poems

Directions

Instructions

Learning Logs

Diary Entries

Notes

Autobiography

Biography
	Personal/

Imaginative Narratives

Journal Entries

Research Reports

Business Letters:

Letters of request

Letters of complaint

Letters to the editor

Poems

Interviews

News Articles

Essays

Diary Entries 

Notes

Autobiography

Biography

Memoir




The development of children’s writing from early forms to conventional forms is best achieved through substantial time devoted to writing, multiple opportunities to write across the school day and focused instruction that builds from the writers’ efforts. Collecting a range of examples of written work over time allows for a valid assessment of a writer’s abilities and needs.

National Council of Teachers of English.

Grades 6-8 Required Writing Products 
	Process Pieces:

“Process pieces” are those for which writers must complete the entire writing process of prewriting, drafting, conferring, revising, editing, and final drafting



	Time line:
	Sixth Grade
	Seventh Grade
	Eighth Grade

	1st nine weeks
	· Personal Narrative or Fictional Narrative
	· Personal Narrative
	· Personal Narrative

	2nd nine weeks
	· Evaluative Essay


	· Problem-Solution Essay


	· Argumentative Essay (problem-solution or evaluative)



	3rd nine weeks
	· Informational Product (brochure, newsletter, pamphlet, or multimedia presentation with written components)


	· Informational Product (brochure, newsletter, infomercial, pamphlet, or multimedia presentation with written components)
	· Poetry



	4th nine weeks
	· Letter to Editor, Letter to Author, or Letter of Critique
	· Formal letter (any type)
	· Research Product, including presentation

	*Though there is some duplication across grade levels, performance criteria vary in difficulty and complexity.
**Teachers may choose to vary the grading period in which they teach a particular mode of writing; however, the progression outlined above aligns with the latest research and recommendations for improving student writing at the middle grade level.




The High School Writing Plan builds on the foundation created by the middle school writing initiative which introduces students to personal narrative, evaluative and argumentative essays, informational products, letters, and research.  The North Carolina curriculum for English Language Arts, grades 9-12, emphasizes preparation for the post secondary years.  Students are in preparation for the world beyond the classroom to become productive citizens in a 21st Century workforce.  The goals of this writing plan are to provide exploration in the following types of communication: Expressive, Informational/Explanatory, Argumentative and Critical in all subject areas.  Students will demonstrate their language arts proficiency obtained through the Catawba County K-12 Writing plan through the Graduation Project.

Ninth Grade
Expressive communication is emphasized in the 9th grade.  The writer explores and shares personal experiences and insights.  The North Carolina Standard Course of Study lists examples of expressive communication as “personal responses, anecdotes, memoirs, autobiographies, diaries, friendly letters, and monologues.”  The Catawba County Schools Writing Plan has designated the required process piece for this grade level to be the Expressive Personal Narrative.

Tenth Grade
Informational/Explanatory communication is emphasized in the 10th grade.  The writer communicates ideas to others using focus, organization, support and elaboration, style, and standard grammatical conventions.  The North Carolina Standard Course of Study lists examples of informational/explanatory communication as “definitions, instructions, histories, directions, business letters, reports, and research.”  The Catawba County Schools Writing Plan has designated the required process pieces for this grade level to be Cause/Effect papers, Definition papers, and an Annotated MLA Bibliography.

Eleventh Grade

Critical communication is emphasized in the 11th grade.  The writer provides   the reader information through an evaluative context.  The North Carolina Standard Course of Study cites critical texts being “media or book reviews and essays that provide critical analysis of literature, media, ideas, people or language.”  The Catawba County Schools Writing Plan deems the Research Paper as its required process piece for this grade level.

Twelfth Grade 
Argumentative communication is emphasized in the 12th grade.  The writer is an advocate and convinces the reader by expounding an issue or proposing solutions.  The North Carolina Standard Course of Study lists examples of argumentative pieces to be “advertisements, debates, letters of complaint, editorials, sermons, speeches, letters to the editor, and the senior project.”  The Catawba County Schools Writing Plan has designated an Six-Ten Page Research Paper   as its required process piece for this grade level.
Guidelines for Instruction
· Students should be given opportunities to compose numerous drafts from which they may select pieces to bring through the entire writing process.  

· Writing instruction should be designed to encourage students to write about topics that are important   
to themselves as writers.  
· Portfolios will include all published pieces (including multiple drafts which reflect revisions) and other selected writing products, including sample pieces from content area classes.
· The writing portfolio should reflect student growth as a writer during each school year and will be maintained on a year-to-year basis.
· Middle school students should have frequent opportunities to write in content classes (science, social studies, math, etc).  Particular emphasis should be placed upon expressive writing.  Expressive writing is “thinking on paper” and includes journaling, reflections on learning, identification of problem areas or misunderstandings, explanations of processes, commentary, etc.  This type of writing helps students clarify and organize their thoughts, develop reasoning, and retain facts about content, and it does not typically require time-consuming procedures for grading and assessment.  In expressive writing, the process is valued at least as much as the product.  
· High school students should write frequently across the curriculum with an emphasis on informational writing.  “. . . informational communication involves giving information to explain realities or ideas, to teach people who want to know what the writer/speaker knows.” (Writing Across the Curriculum:  Informational Writing, NCDPI English Language Arts, October 2001)
· High school teachers can access core curriculum resources in the Appendix section of this notebook.
· Teachers should regularly utilize prescriptive mini-lessons in grammar, usage, and mechanics based on model sentences from literature and student writing.
· English/Language Arts teachers should utilize Daily Grammar Practice in grades 1-12 in order to assure vertical alignment of the grammar curriculum.
· Teachers and students will use a common system of editing marks across all grade levels. (see appendix)

· Teachers are encouraged to develop their own writing skills so that they can anticipate and respond most effectively to students’ needs for support in writing.
· Teachers should provide frequent and varied opportunities for students to share and publish their writing.
Professional Development

To enable teachers to effectively implement this writing plan, various means of training shall be offered by Curriculum Specialists and featured presenters including: workshops, departmental and grade-level training sessions, demonstration lessons, coaching, and individual consultation. 
Anticipated topics for staff development include:

· Utilizing the writer’s notebook
· Generating writing topics
· Conducting student-teacher writing conferences
· Teaching students to collaborate in writing
· Teaching grammar & mechanics in the context of reading and writing
· Strategies for revising and editing
· Writing across the curriculum
· Effective strategies for evaluation and feedback

· Integrating writing and reading instruction

· Personal writing for teachers, including opportunities to participate in supportive writing communities
· Utilizing technology for writing instruction

· Selected topics for high school teachers:  

· Writing annotated bibliographies

· MLA Citation electronic resources

· Cornell notes

· Socratic Seminars

· Philosophical Chairs
These topics will be integrated into training for teachers as specified in the Catawba County Schools Professional Development Plan.
School-Home Connection

In order to promote parental involvement in their child’s growth as a writer, the following strategies may  be utilized:
· A brochure explaining details of the CCS Writing Plan will be developed and distributed to parents during the early part of the school year.  The brochures will contain information telling parents how they can help their child to develop solid writing skills.

· Each school will be encouraged to hold an annual evening or weekend session for parents to acquaint them with the goals and objectives of the writing curriculum.  
· Each school will be encouraged to showcase students writing through various means such as; student-led conferences, writing café, multi-media presentations, etc.




Grades 9-12 Rationale and �Required Writing Products
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