	Sixth Grade

	Goal 1
	1.  The learner will use language to express individual perspectives drawn from personal or related experiences.
	Implications for Writing Program:
	Written Products:
(Items in bold print are required)
	Strategies and Resources:
	Examples:



	
	1.01 Narrate an expressive account (e.g., fictional or autobiographical) which:

· uses a coherent organizing structure appropriate to purpose, audience, and context. 

· tells a story or establishes the significance of an event or events. 

· uses remembered feelings and specific details. 

· uses a range of appropriate strategies (e.g., dialogue, suspense, movement, gestures, expressions).

	

	Narrative (fictional or personal)
	
Empowering Writers:         Narrative Writing:
· Main Event

· Suspense
Connecting the Dots p. 4-5, 6th grade lesson 1

	· Life event/special event
· Autobiography booklet or newsletter
· 1st person fictional account based on a character from literature


	
	1.02 Explore expressive materials that are read, heard, and/or viewed by:

· monitoring comprehension for understanding of what is read, heard and/or viewed. 

· analyzing the characteristics of expressive works. 

· determining the effect of literary devices and/or strategies on the reader/viewer/listener. 

· making connections between works, self and related topics. 

· comparing and/or contrasting information. 

· drawing inferences and/or conclusions. 

· determining the main idea and/or significance of events. 

· generating a learning log or journal. 

· creating an artistic interpretation that connects self to the work. 

· discussing print and non-print expressive works formally and informally

	Allow time for students to write reflections on their learning experiences
Utilize appropriate graphic organizers to collect information
Assign specific prompts for journal writing

Lead students to create art or drawings that can be used as pre-writing stimulus
Utilize non-print texts to stimulate writing


	Reader’s/ Writer’s Journal

Reflective or creative written response to music and/or art
	Prentice-Hall and/or Scott Foresman literature textbooks

Inspiration© software
Thinking Maps
Teaching Reading by Laura Robb, p. 114-117
In the Middle by Nancie Atwell

Seeking Diversity by Linda Reif
United Streaming

Google Images

National Gallery of Art online:   http://www.nga.gov/education/american/scenes.shtm
	· evaluation of figurative language from poetry & prose
· Quickwrites
· Timed reflection

· Illustrations with explanations



	
	1.03 Interact appropriately in group settings by:

· listening attentively. 

· showing empathy. 

· contributing relevant comments connecting personal experiences to content. 

· monitoring own understanding of the discussion and seeking clarification as needed.


	Provide opportunities for students to reflect in writing before contributing orally to a class discussion
	
	Kagan Strategy:  Think/Pair/Share
	Author’s Chair

Group Share

Reading Response Journal

Double entry journals

	
	1.04 Reflect on learning experiences by:

· describing personal learning growth and changes in perspective. 

· identifying changes in self throughout the learning process. 

· Interpreting how personal circumstances and background shape interaction with the text.


	Utilize journals frequently for self-reflection
	Letter of Appreciation 
	Reviving the Essay by Gretchen Bernabei:  Ch. 2, Lesson 14.
Teaching Reading In Middle School by Laura Robb, p. 255-269
	Tribute to a person who taught me something
Self reflection check list



	Goal 2
	2.  The learner will explore and analyze information from a variety of sources.
	Implications for Writing Program:
	Written Products:
	Strategies and Resources:
	Examples:



	
	2.01 Explore informational materials that are read, heard, and/or viewed by:

· monitoring comprehension for understanding of what is read, heard and/or viewed. 

· studying the characteristics of informational works. 

· restating and summarizing information. 

· determining the importance and accuracy of information. 

· making connections between works, self and related topics/information.
· comparing and/or contrasting information. 

· drawing inferences and/or conclusions. 

· generating questions.


	Teach students to utilize graphic organizers such as Venn diagrams, webs, double bubble maps, Inspiration, etc. to collect information before beginning to write

	 Summary

Compare/contrast essay

Friendly letter
	Teaching Reading by Laura Robb, Strategy Lessons 20 & 21

Connecting the Dots (NCDPI publication) 6th grade Activity 4, p. 8-9
Writing Reminders:  Tools, Tips and Techniques by Jim Burke, p. 319-322
Writing Reminders:  Tools, Tips and Techniques by Jim Burke,, Lesson 50 (Comparison/

Contrast essay)

Reviving the Essay by Gretchen Bernabei, p. 58-61


	DARE essay contest

Soil & Water Conservation essay contest



	
	2.02 Use multiple sources of print and non-print information in designing and developing informational materials (such as brochures, newsletters, and infomercials) through:

· exploring a variety of sources from which information may be attained (e.g., books, Internet, electronic databases, CD-ROM). 

· distinguishing between primary and secondary sources. 

· analyzing the effects of the presentation and/or the accuracy of information.


	Design activities that require students to synthesize information they read into new products/different formats

Create assignments for informational products that are really needed & will be used in real situations (i.e., pamphlets or about school programs for parents & community, publicity products, etc.)
	Informational product:  brochure, newsletter, PowerPoint presentation, etc.

	Connecting the Dots:  6th grade activity 1, p. 2-3, including assignment in final paragraph


	



	Goal 3
	3.  The learner will examine the foundation of argument.
	Implications for Writing Program:
	Written Products:
	Strategies and Resources:
	Examples:



	
	3.01 Explore argumentative works that are read, heard, and/or viewed by:

· monitoring comprehension for understanding what is read, heard, and/or viewed. 

· analyzing the characteristics of argumentative works. 

· determining the importance of author's word choice and focus. 

· summarizing the author's purpose and stance. 

· making connections between works, self and related topics. 

· drawing inferences. 

· responding to public documents (such as but not limited to editorials and school and community policies). 

· distinguishing between fact and opinion.


	Relevant writing assignments should be linked to students’ individual interests and topics about which they are passionate
	Written preparation for debates

Website
*Letter to editor
	
	

	
	3.02 Explore the problem solution process by:

· studying examples (in literature and other text) that present problems coherently, describe the solution clearly, sequence reasons to support the solution, and show awareness of audience. 

· preparing individual and/or group essays and presentations that focus on the diagnosis of a problem and possible solutions.


	
	Problem/Solution essay
	

	


	
	3.03 Study arguments that evaluate through:

· exploring examples that show a firm control of sound judgments, audience awareness, clear idea/theme, and the use of relevant and coherent reasons for support.

· preparing individual and/or group essays and presentations that use evaluative techniques 


	Provide students opportunities to prepare arguments about topics in which they are personally interested
	Evaluative essay
	


	

	 Goal 4
	4.  The learner will use critical thinking skills and create criteria to evaluate print and non-print materials.
	Implications for Writing Program:
	Written Products:
	Strategies and Resources:
	Examples:



	
	4.01 Determine the purpose of the author or creator by:

· monitoring comprehension for understanding of what is read, heard and/or viewed. 

· exploring any bias, apparent or hidden messages, emotional factors, and/or propaganda techniques. 

· identifying and exploring the underlying assumptions of the author/creator. 

· analyzing the effects of author's craft on the reader/viewer/listener.
	Guide students to generate their own skeptical questions as they read
	*Letter to author
Advertisement
	In the Middle:  New Understandings About Writing, Reading, and Learning by Nancie Atwelll, p. 460 - 462
PGS Kids website:  Don’t Buy It!  http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit/
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by 

A. Wolf by Jon Scieszka
	Use sticky notes to jot down questions during reading
After reading Twisted Fairy Tales write a new one 


	
	4.02 Analyze the communication and develop (with teacher assistance) and apply appropriate criteria to evaluate the quality of the communication by:

· using knowledge of language structure and literary or media techniques. 

· drawing conclusions based on evidence, reasons, or relevant information. 

· Considering the implications, consequences, or impact of those conclusions.


	Teach students to construct rubrics to evaluate various texts, both print & non-print
	
	Connecting the Dots (NCDPI publication) 6th grade activity 16

	

	
	4.03 Recognize and develop a stance of a critic by:

· considering alternative points of view or reasons. 

· remaining fair-minded and open to other interpretations. 

· constructing a critical response/review of a work/topic.


	Link critiques or reviews to study of literature and non-print texts
	*Letter of critique
	Lessons That Change Writers by Nancie Atwell:  Lesson 48
In the Middle:  New Understandings About Writing, Reading, and Learning by Nancie Atwelll, p. 470 - 473

	Panel discussions
Book Reviews



	 Goal 5
	5.  The learner will respond to various literary genres using interpretive and evaluative processes.
	Implications for Writing Program:
	Written Products:
	Strategies and Resources:
	Examples:



	
	5.01 Increase fluency, comprehension, and insight through a meaningful and comprehensive literacy program by:

· using effective reading strategies to match type of text. 

· reading self-selected literature and other materials of individual interest. 

· reading literature and other materials selected by the teacher. 

· discussing literature in teacher-student conferences and small group discussions. 

· taking an active role in whole class seminars. 

· discussing and analyzing the effects on texts of such literary devices as figurative language, dialogue, flashback and sarcasm. 

· interpreting text by explaining elements such as plot, theme, point of view, characterization, mood, and style. 

· investigating examples of distortion and stereotypes. 

· recognizing underlying messages in order to identify theme(s) within and across works. 

· extending understanding by creating products for different purposes, different audiences and within various contexts. 

· exploring relationships between and among characters, ideas, concepts and/or experiences.


	Teach students to prepare authentic questions to bring to discussions of literature
	Blog entries

Reader Response Journals

Multimedia presentations
First person narrative from the perspective of a literary character

	Connecting the Dots (NCDPI publication) 6th grade activities 2 & 3

After The End by Barry Lane, “Finding Form in Writing and Reading” p. 81 - 102
Microsoft PowerPoint

Windows MovieMaker

Real Reading, Real Writing:  Content Area Strategies by Donna Topping and Roberta McManus:  “Purposeful Writing To an Audience,” p. 117 - 127
	Respond on teacher- or student-created blogs to selections read in class or books read independently 
Junior Great Books discussion/seminar

Movies or PowerPoint presentations depicting theme of a text
RAFTs

	
	5.02 Study the characteristics of literary genres (fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry) through:

· reading a variety of literature and other text (e.g., novels, autobiographies, myths, essays, magazines, plays, pattern poems, blank verse). 

· interpreting what impact genre-specific characteristics have on the meaning of the work. 

· exploring how the author's choice and use of a genre shapes the meaning of the literary work. 

· exploring what impact literary elements have on the meaning of the text such as the influence of setting or the problem and its resolution.


	Use models from literature before attempting to write in a particular genre
	
	After The End:  Teaching and Learning Creative Revision by Barry Lane:  p. 177-185
Lessons That Change Writers by Nancie Atwell:  Lessons 34 – 46 (poetry); Lessons 49-54(essays)
Reviving the Essay by Gretchen Bernabei
Connecting the Dots 6th grade lessons 11 - 13, p. 23 – 27
In The Middle:  New Understandings About Writing, Reading, and Learning by Nancie Atwell, p. 100.(models of literature),  p. 427 – 454 (poetry)
	


	 Goal 6
	6.  The learner will apply conventions of grammar and language usage.
	Implications for Writing Program:
	Written Products:
	Strategies and Resources:
	Examples:



	
	6.01 Demonstrate an understanding of conventional written and spoken expression by:

· using a variety of sentence types correctly, punctuating them properly, and avoiding fragments and run-ons. 

· using appropriate subject-verb agreement and verb tense that are appropriate for the meaning of the sentence. 

· demonstrating the different roles of the parts of speech in sentence construction. 

· using pronouns correctly, including clear antecedents and correct case. 

· using phrases and clauses correctly (e.g., prepositional phrases, appositives, dependent and independent clauses). 

· determining the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary words by using context clues, a dictionary, a glossary, a thesaurus, and/or structural analysis (roots, prefixes, suffixes) of words.
· extending vocabulary knowledge by learning and using new words.

· exploring the role and use of dialects and of standard English to appreciate appropriate usage in different contexts
· developing an awareness of language conventions and usage during oral presentations.

	Teach grammar, mechanics, and conventions through the context of students’ reading and writing
	
	Mechanically Inclined by Jeff Anderson

Reviving the Essay by Gretchen Bernabei, Lesson 26
Lessons That Change Writers by Nancie Atwell, Section IV:  Lessons About Conventions (Lessons 57 – 76)

In the Middle by Nancie Atwell, p. 249-261

Daily Grammar Practice by Dawn Burnette, DGP Publishing

www.dictionary.com

	


Poetry











Plays





Essays

















Reviving the Essay by Gretchen Bernabei:  Ch. 2, Lessons 6, 7, 8, 11, & 12





Lessons That Change Writers by Nancie Atwell:  Lessons 2, 10, 12, 27, 28-33





In the Middle by Nancie Atwell:  


p. 370-392 (personal  narrative) and p. 393-414 (fictional narrative) 














Provide examples of structures for students to use in writing their accounts








Utilize pre-writing strategies to elicit memories of significant events from which students may choose when selecting a topic








Seeking Diversity by Linda Rief:  Positive-Negative Graphs, p. 48-51 

















Travel brochures





Informational brochures 





Multi-genre research projects





Web sites





Community Information














Microsoft PowerPoint & Publisher





Inspiration software





Reviser’s Toolbox by Barry Lane:  p. 121-125; 143-160





United Streaming Video





Blending Genre, Altering Style by Tom Romano





Why We Must Run With Scissors by Barry Lane & Gretchen Bernabei





Connecting the Dots 6th grade lesson 5, p. 10-11





In The Middle:  New Understandings About Writing, Reading, and Learning by Nancie Atwell, p. 455-460











Write legislators to argue for/against pending legislative action





Letter of complaint





Explain why it is important for someone to do something (do well in school, go on a diet, etc.)




















Read a novel or short piece and stop when problem arises.  Brainstorm solutions.





Problem-based learning activities





Write mock newscast or magazine article














Empowering 


Writers:  Persuasive Writing





Connecting the Dots (NCDPI publication) 6th grade activity 5





In the Middle:  New Understandings About Writing, Reading, and Learning by Nancie Atwelll, p. 465-469




















Empowering 


Writers:  Persuasive Writing





In the Middle:  New Understandings About Writing, Reading, and Learning by Nancie Atwelll, p. 462-465
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