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COUNTY SCHOOLS
Building The Future One Chid At A Tume



Lesson Plan Template

	Lesson Title – Symbols of North Carolina

	Teacher/s Name
Karen Gouge and Heather Roseman
	School
Balls Creek Elementary


	Subject/Course
Social Studies
	Grade Level
4th Grade
	Approximate Time Needed
1 week


	Essential Question


	How can students identify the symbols that represent the state of North Carolina?


	Description of Unit
	Students have been learning the different symbols that represent North Carolina.  After completing in class lessons on each symbol in detail, this lesson serves as a review and culminating activity to see if students can recall the symbols, use clues to figure out what symbol is being discussed and then create individual quilt squares for the symbols of their group to be displayed on a whole class, complete North Carolina symbols quilt.



	North Carolina Goals and Objectives: (http://www.learnnc.org/scos/)

	What standards will be addressed?

Goal 2 – The learner will examine the importance of the role of ethnic groups and examine the multiple roles they have played in the development of North Carolina.

     Objective 2.03 – Describe the similarities and differences among people of North Carolina, past and        present.

     Objective 2.04 – Describe how different ethnic groups have influenced culture, customs and history of North Carolina.

Goal 3 – The learner will trace the history of colonization in North Carolina and evaluate its significance for diverse people’s ideas. 

     Objective 3.02 – Identify people, symbols, events, and documents associated with North Carolina’s history.



	Student Goals/Outcomes:

	What do you want students to know and be able to do?  What knowledge, skills, strategies, and attitudes do you expect students to gain?  What important content and concepts will students learn?

Students will begin by working with latitude and longitude in a Google Earth activity.  This will reinforce concepts taught previously on direction and locating places on a map.  Students should be able to use knowledge gained from classroom lessons, discussions and activities to analyze clues and determine which symbol is being described.  Students will enhance cooperative learning skills working in small groups, problem solving ability and reinforcement of symbols and their significance to North Carolina.



	Learning Activities or Tasks:

	What engaged and worthwhile learning activities and tasks will your students complete?  How can the use of technology support student learning?
Students will be learning the symbols relevant to North Carolina in the study of the 4th Grade curriculum.  Students can evaluate the significance of the symbols, the relevance of their selection and in some cases, how the symbols came to be recognized.  After completing a Google Earth opening activity on latitude and longitude, students will be able to identify important cities within North Carolina and make connections about the latitude and longitude readings within our state.  Using cooperative groups, students will work together to solve riddles describing the symbols.  This requires some higher level/critical thinking skills.  The use of the GPS units will further develop understanding of latitude and longitude, relative position in North Carolina and directional positions.  Students can use this technology to locate clues in which to find the riddles.



	Big6 or Super3 Skills:

	Big6 - 1. Task Definition – Students are solving riddles connected to prior learning of North Carolina symbols.  Students will collect information and create original illustrations to be placed on a North Carolina classroom quilt.

2. Information Seeking Strategies – Resources include: http://statelibrary.dcr.state.nc.us/NC/SYMBOLS/SYMBOLS.HTM; North Carolina Social Studies textbook, additional Media resources as available through the Media Center
3. Location and Access – Internet and Media Center

4. Use of Information – Students will collect clues related to North Carolina symbols.  After solving the riddles, students will record the answers on a spreadsheet.  Answers will be used to create individual squares for the quilt.

5. Synthesis – Students will create original illustrations to be included on a classroom quilt.

6. Evaluation – Evaluation will include successful finding of the caches, solving of the riddles and appropriate illustrations of the symbols.



	Prerequisite Skills:

	What skills must the students have to begin this unit?

· Students must have some knowledge of the symbols of North Carolina.  This should be studied ahead of time in class, focusing on the symbols, their significance and how this symbol was selected.

· Students must possess some knowledge of directional positions (north, south, east and west) as well as knowledge of the lines of latitude and longitude and our position on the earth.  




	Required Materials and Resources:

	Hardware - Computer Lab, Computer, Handheld Computer, GPS, Digital Camera

Software –Internet Resources, Google Earth

Web Links – http://statelibrary.dcr.state.nc.us/NC/SYMBOLS/SYMBOLS.HTM

Printed Materials – Google Earth Activity Sheets, handouts for groups during GPS Activity

Supplies – Paper, pencil, clipboards, crayons, paper squares for quilt project
Other – Additional adults can assist with monitoring groups, assisting as needed during the GPS hunt 



	Student Assessment:

	How will you know your students have reached the lesson goal?  What assessment tools will you use?  How will students assess themselves? (Observation, journal, essay, quiz, test, project, etc

· Students will complete the Google Earth Activity in the computer lab, prior to the GPS Activity outside.  During this activity, students will locate places within North Carolina and fill in names of these places on a grid, revealing a mystery word about North Carolina.  Completion of this riddle will indicate successful use of latitude and longitude, as well as a reinforcement of map skills.

· Students will complete the GPS Activity, locating hidden caches around the school grounds.  Finding the caches will indicate successful use of a GPS device in reading waypoints (latitude/longitude) and using the movement of the numbers to coordinate movement around the grounds.  Students will be asked to solve each riddle, determining what symbol is being described.  Students will then take their solved riddle answers and convert them into artwork as part of a culminating class symbols quilt.



	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction:

	Exceptional, ELL, AIG student
· All students will be grouped in heterogeneous groups to maximize on each student’s strengths.  Students will be working cooperatively at all times.

· Exceptional Students – It is recommended that students requiring additional assistance be placed in a group with an adult helper.  This may be an EC teacher, EC assistant, or another adult volunteer.

· ELL Students – In scheduling this activity, it may be possible to secure the use of the ELL teacher during the time of the GPS Activity.  Having assistance with these students may ensure students are heading in the correct direction.  An additional adult volunteer can be secured if necessary.

· AIG Students – These students serve as the leaders of the cooperative groups.  Since these students are thinking at that higher/critical level, students can be challenged to write new riddles for the symbols, write a plan to have a new symbol accepted or assist in marking waypoints for other classroom groups.



	Lesson Evaluation and Teacher Reflection:

	


	Other Comments:

	


	GPS Lesson Plan Components:

	Google Earth Activity – Mystery Word for North Carolina


	Google Earth Answer Key - Raleigh
	Time Line
1 day (approx. 1 hour)
	Waypoint Worksheet/Cache Objects
	Student Activity Sheet

Attached



	GPS North Carolina Symbols Riddles – Laminated for durability and re-use.  
	Answer Key Attached
	Time Line 

1 day per class (approx. 90 min.)
	Waypoint Worksheet Attached
	Students Need Pencils and Clipboards
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